























was flying hands off and rock steady.
We confined our experiments to level
flight at various throttle settings for
the first tankful and found the
Eagle II would fly upwind and easily
hold altitude at just a touch over idle.
Despite its total lack of dihedral, it
would self-correct from a gentle turn
at low speed and we feel this is a
function of the float’s pendulum effect.
This characteristic disappeared as the
throttle was advanced and the plane
became a fast, predictable performer.

The first landing was dead stick as
we had let the Wankle idle for almost
three minutes and it loaded up. The
combination of thick airfoil and float
gear makes the Eagle II easy to land,
and touchdown is only slightly more
rigorous than setting the plane in the
water with a shove.

The second flight was reserved for
aerobatics and Fred flew every
maneuver he wanted to. The rolls are
not axial because of the floats and they

also have a softening effect on other
maneuvers which, for me, is a
pleasure to behold. Vertical
performance is short lived and, if you
don’t wait too long to feed in the next
control, the plane will just fly off on its
new heading. At one point, Fred had
become so absorbed in the flight that
we had to warn him of a fast
approaching wall of trees. He simply
went vertical, and with full throttle,
flew away from the trees inverted.
Pretty exciting stuff, but it was the
third and final flight of the day that
made my heart soar like an
Eagle (I17).

It was time for Adam to fly his
plane. Here was the culmination of
weeks of work that he had
participated in. He had taken his
buddies out to the shop to show them
the Wankle on the test stand and he
had watched for precious hours with
fascination as our pile of balsa,
fittings, and MonoKote was

transformed into the Northrop 1AJS
(Adam dJustin Sullivan). He even
contributed hands-on to the project by
learning to build and solder and
MonoKote, and later by tracing and
cutting out that beautiful bird on the
rudder. So the Wankle was fired up for
the third time, Fred got the plane
airborne, the old man here tried a few
cross wind manuevers and a loop, and
then handed the transmitter to Adam.
Ican’t describe the elation and sense
of satisfaction I felt as I watched Adam
pilot his plane around the sky. He’s a
great kid, talented and easy to love,
and 'm sure that in our lives there
will be many rewarding times. But for
now the pleasure of watching him
circling the lake carefully and then
tightening his turns and adding more
elevator and then wagging the wings
as he flew overhead before handing
the transmitter to Fred, is enough for
me. That's what this hobby is all
about: passing it on to others, L]
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